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There is nothing permanent except change. 


The ancient Heraclitus quotation keeps coming to mind these days as I marvel 
how the venerable American Numismatic Society has moved into the 21" century 
with extraordinary swiftness for a unique, complex institution. ANS, “the 
Society”, as devotees call it, truly lives up to the more modern Albert North 
Whitehead philosophy of change, “The art of progress is to preserve order amid 
change and to preserve change amid order.” Today’s ANS has indeed personified 


the art of progress! 


As a journalist, it’s been my privilege, to observe, report upon and participate in 
the Society affairs and activities for more than 40 years. From 1974 to 1999, as a 
Society Councillor (Trustee) I had a remarkable, transparent view of the Society’s 
advance from a fixed culture institution to one of dramatic outreach and flexibility. 
As ANS strengthened its numismatic ties to The Americas, and established a 
firmer financial foundation, it continued to maintain its reputation in the 


international numismatic community as the preeminent research center with 


world class collections, library, scholars and publications. 
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I doubt if Howard L. Adelson, chronicler of the The American Numismatic 
Society 1858-1958 could contain records of the Society’s recent growth years 
(1958 to 2005) in a single volume as he did with his first 100 years’ litany! Little 
could he know, when he pronounced the Society at its “Peak” (1945-1958), the 
best was yet to come, that the Society would achieve heady new heights. Newly 
settled in a seven-story building at 140 William street, in the heart of the bustling 
financial district of Manhattan, with the complicated move of thousands of 
numismatic treasures and books behind them, there is a new challenge to the 
Society. It’s Excelsior from now on! Makes me think of the famous John F. 
Kennedy inaugural quotation, “For of those to whom much is given, much is 


required.” 


Am I the only one who has pangs of nostalgia? With great fondness I think of 
the Society’s former home for nearly a century, part of the classic museum 
complex at 155" Street and Broadway. It was An Experience for me to climb 
wide steps to the Audubon Terrace court, pause at the Hispanic Society’s sunken 
sculpture garden, move toward the handsome federal style Society’s building. 
There it was—once heralded as the only museum in the world devoted to coins. I 
never failed a small, silent tribute, to look up at the names of famous numismatists 


of the past inscribed on the building—Eckhel, Head, Heiss, Lelewel, Fraehn, and 
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the most familiar, the American Crosby. 


Some ANS members had hoped, with the Harlem revival, a restoration moving 
rapidly toward 155" Street, the Society with modern modifications could remain in 


the classic building. But nothing is permanent except change! 


For years, as editor of the numismatic newspaper, Coin World, I attended ANS 
meetings and reported upon them. Early on, it seemed the Society was moving, 
but ever so slowly and with great dignity. Then an invitation to serve on the 
American Numismatic Society Council came out of the blue! First hint I was being 
considered came from Mrs. R. Henry Norweb (Emory May Holden), distinguished 
numismatist, the first woman to be a Council member since the Society was 
founded in 1858. She phoned me from Cleveland in late 1973, and in her 
forthright manner she pronounced I was to succeed her, to be the second woman 


to serve on the male-dominated Council! 


In a mental flash session, I thought of the composition of the Council and staff: 
Scholars, CEO’s, bankers, financial specialists, world-renowned curators. I took a 
deep breath of humility. But no one—and this is with great respect—ever said, 


“no”, to Mrs. Norweb. (Still in shock, I think I thanked her properly for the 


tribute and confidence.) 
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Numismatics was a family affair with the Norwebs. Mrs. Norweb’s 
ambassador husband, R. Henry Norweb, was an ANS Councillor, too; later the 
couple was named Councillors for Life. The Society benefitted from the same 
sterling Norweb leadership qualities when their son, R. Henry Norweb Jr., became 
president. His wife, Libby, was one of many outstanding first ladies of the 
Society. She supported her husband, graciously hosting a series of Society social 
affairs. (I was especially intrigued with her collection of Presbyterian Communion 
tokens.) It was during Henry Norweb Jr.’s presidency that the Society began to 


explore the possibility of moving from Audubon Terrace location. 


My friendship with the Norwebs developed over the years through our common 
bond, newspapers—their’s through The Cleveland Plain Dealer and mine, of 
course, because of the Amos Press publications. Over the years, much to my 
appreciation, both of them were kind to often phone news tips to Coin World. They 
always accommodated our photographers during VIP s sessions. Amon Carter Jr., 
publisher of the Fort Worth Star Telegram, was another numismatic newspaper 
friend who knew a good numismatic story when he saw it! The senior Mrs. 
Norweb followed her alert to me with a written admonishment that I was to use 


“my knowledge, experience, flexible mind and unwavering belief in the 


possibilities of the ANS.” After Mrs. R. Henry Norweb broke the Council barrier, 
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and I entered into the governance channels, two other women, Martha Carter and 


Ellen Reeder, followed shortly as members of the Council. 


The dynamic new Society president, Harry W. Bass Jr., made a trip to Sidney, 
Ohio, to meet with me and John O. Amos, scion of the pioneer Ohio publishing 


family, and Coin World publisher, to formally invite me to join the Council. 


Teeming with typical Bass enthusiasm, he described the direction he hoped to 
take the Society. He asked I lend my experience as a career journalist to advise 
concerning a public relations/education program, a new outreach designed to 
strengthen ties with numismatics with The Americas. He was convinced ANS 
could make its existence known on a broader front at home. The essence of Harry 
W. Bass Jr. is captured in the Society’s 1988 publication, Harry W. Bass Jr., 
Memories of His Life, which executive director Leslie Elam and I edited. Only a 
few of us were ever privileged to visit his Dallas numismatic sanctum sanctorum 


where he said he did his best thinking. 


It was during Bass’ tenure (1978-1984) that his vision and financial support (he 
took a firm, hands-on role through the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation) 
brought the Society, internally and externally, full-fledged, into the age of the 


computer. Now, thanks to his pioneering, through Internet and its website, the 
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wide, wide numismatic world has access to the Society’s storied holdings, its 
world renowned library. His wife, Doris Bass, literary in her own right, shared his 
intellectual and numismatic interests, another gracious First Lady. She continued to 
respect his numismatic heritage and his collection after his death in 1998, making 
sure his goal, dissemination of knowledge, would reach as many collectors as 


possible in as many ways. 


Every American Numismatic Society president with whom I served deserves 
deep appreciation from the worldwide numismatic community. Each man, a 
highly successful top executive in his respective field, gave freely of his time and 
invaluable experience . Each was generous with financial support. Each helped 


underwrite the Society’s success story. 


I thought of ANS president Harry W. Fowler when the World Trade Center 
crumpled that fateful September. As chairman of the board of Fiduciary Trust 
Company, Mr. Fowler would sometimes hold Society—related meetings in his 
offices high in a Trade Center tower. Ritual, when one arrived, was to check a 
breath-taking panorama of the city from a telescope behind his desk before getting 


down to business. 
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Fowler was appointed president pro tem in 1984 at the resignation of Harry W. 


Bass Jr., presided with dignity and discipline during his six-year tenure. One of 


his success stories was the launching of the Society’s first major fund raising 
campaign with a $4 million goal. He watched over the development of the digital 
age, the computer system and the data entry of the thousands of numismatic items 


in the Society cabinet. His term was described as a “tradition of excellence.” 


We think of Arthur Houghton Jr. and what he brought to his presidency, his 
scholarly, museum background, wise in the ways of Washington and his contacts 
there and abroad. He had the privilege during his presidency to conduct the first 


tour to the new Manhattan location for ANS officials and guests. 


One cannot measure the sum of the contributions, tangible and intangible, the 
current president, Donald G. Partrick, has made to the Society over the years because 
of his modesty, but many are documented in the Annual Reports. The move to the 
building at 140 William Street will be among the major achievements credited to him 


and his administration when a new ANS history is written. 


The Society’s museum’s curatorial staff in the last decades of the 20th century was 
one of the finest assembly of numismatic scholars—in every field—in ANA history. 


Their dedication was almost eclipsed by their accomplishments. Fortunately for 
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numismatics they continue to contribute to their respective fields in other prestigious 


institutions. 


Librarian Francis D. Campbell Jr., “Mr. Institutional Memory” has equal prestige, 
He is considered the leading authority in numismatic library science. Over the years 
he continued to upgrade and update the library, utilizing scientific shelving processes, 
including the preservation of rare numismatic volumes. His greatest challenges was 
directing the move of the massive library to its new home where he, thankfully, 


presides today. 


A debt of gratitude should extend to all Council/Board members for their wise 
counsel, their influence on the direction of the Society. Each one with whom I served 
as a Councillor, was multi-dimensional, interesting with a myriad of experiences. I 


admired each one as a mentor and friend. The Council was noted for its mutual 


respect and absence of politics Two men who personify the caliber of the Council: 


Eric P. Newman and Roger Hornsby. 


Eric P. Newman, member since 1945, Life Fellow/ Benefactor, brilliant attorney 
who “saved” ANS again and again, so respected, a consummate gentleman/ scholar. I 
am one of his countless fans . When we were ANS Councillors , we worked on a 


satisfying Washington project, the American Revolution Bicentennial 
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Commission’s Coins and Medals program.) 


We found it interesting that while we were meeting in Washington under the 
chairmanship of Sen. John Warner, he was courting movie star Elizabeth Taylor; 


later they were married. 


A contemporary of Harry Bass Jr., Newman shared Bass’ modernization goals 
for the Society. During their tenure, they saw the Society’s staff and Council 
become more visible. They made appearances across the United States, spreading 
numismatic knowledge and information about the Society and its resources. There 
was a concerted effort to renew and strengthen the Society’s ties with American 
collectors. Another of Eric Newman’s goals to better educate a wider world about 
the fascination of numismatics was through his Eric P. Newman Education 
Society and its suppport of the Summer Graduate Seminar, one of the ANS’ great 


ilies d 
success sstory, now in its 52™ year. 


Because of his fine legal mind, Newman was responsible for shepherding the 
return of valuable material which had strayed from the Society’s cabinet, one 
among many services he rendered as an attorney. His talented wife, Evelyn, and 
his daughter, Linda Schapiro, development specialist in her own right, made many 


important contributions to the Society. 
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Many wives of Councillor officers and staff members have played an important, 
gracious roles over the years, helping plan and participate as hostesses for Society 


events. 


Another nomination for one of the most dedicated Councillors is Roger 
Hornsby. When he was elected in 1973 he was chairman of the department of 
classics, University of lowa. He brought a scholarly voice from the academic 
world to the Council. He was tireless in serving as a Council officer or lending his 
expertise as chairman of a succession of committees. His generosity and pattern of 


giving as a donor/sponsor served as an example to others. 


Leslie A. Elam, the Society’s brilliant, multi-talented Director/Executive, will 
go down in history as one of the important executives in ANS history. For nearly 
three decades he was the person most responsible for the Society’s cohesiveness 
and stability, especially during the 1980’s and ’90’s as it readied itself for a new 


direction and a new century. 


In 1972 he was named to the Society’s top administrative post as Director (later 
Executive Director) moving from his position as editor of the ANS publications. 


The Council Powers decreed the new position of Director was created to “provide 
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a more efficient, flexible methods of managing the activities” of the museum and 


“promote the interests of the Society. No small challenge, but Elam never stopped! 


Elam was well-grounded . He had a good working knowledge of the institution 
and its many facets through his service as an editor. Furthermore he knew the 
inner, inner workings because he was Council secretary for its officers. Add to 


that, he had an important gift—he was a quick study! And conscientious! 


Over the years, there were times when, as chief administrator, Elam wore many 
different hats to fill voids when they occurred throughout the system. He was an 
administrator, negotiator, ambassador and he never strayed from his editorial 
interests. He met challenges that required diplomacy, sensitivity, commitment and 
long hours of hard work. He never stopped honing his managerial skills, or 
expanding his knowledge for a more efficient administration. He represented the 
Society at meetings and seminars of national professional and museum-related 
organization to obtain relevant, up-to-the-minute developments in the field. Our 
only difference of opinion came when he didn’t include Coin World references in 


Numismatic Literature. 


One of the Society’s most successful and creative development programs began 


with the team of Elam and Arlene P. Jacobs in the mid-90’s. Mrs. Jacobs came to 
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the Society with outstanding credentials, one of New York’s leading 
development/public relations executives. She knew why, when, how and where to 


go to tell the story of the Society. 


Within weeks of her 1994 appointment as ANS Development Officer, Jacobs 
lived up to her reputation. Her expertise energized the whole institution. She 
reached new audiences through a stream of press releases to many publications, 
both numismatic and those of general interest. She expanded the educational 
outreach, arranged impressive, upscale social events, dinner theater and fund- 
raising benefits. She planned meetings with other learned organizations and 
arranged a classical tour of the Greek Islands. She attended the American 
Numismatic Association’s conventions to meet more people in the numismatic 
world.. She organized an ANS speakers’ bureau involving the talents and 


knowledge of the curators. 


One of the most dramatic of Jacobs’accomplishments was the new design for 
the Society’s 1995 Annual Report under her direction. Best of all, her goals for 


annual giving were met each year after she took charge. 
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But back to women and their identification with the Society: I knew legend had 
it that Sarah Bowne Wood was the first woman to dare enter the hitherto male 
numismatic precincts of the Society. This must have been because her husband, 


Isaac F. Wood was an influential Society member. 


Women were not exactly invisible when I became a member of the Society in 
1961, but their influence and participation are far greater and gratifying in 2005. 
In 1961 there were four women secretarial and clerical assistants in the office of 
executive director Sawyer McA. Mosser and three members of the curatorial staff: 
Margaret Thompson, curator of Greek coins; Joan Fagerlie, assistant curator of 
Roman and Byzantine coins, and Mrs. Adra M. Newell, honorary curator of the 


E.T. Newell Collection. 


First mention of a women curator in the Society’s history is Agnes Baldwin 
(1910-1913) during which she wrote on my favorite subject, medals, the 


Catalogue of the International Exhibition of Contemporary Medals in 1911. 


Catherine Bullowa Moore of Philadelphia, is a fine example of a member’s 
generosity to the Society. Prominent woman numismatic professional, she is 
generous with her time, serving on committees and in an advisory role. Her giving 


has made her a Benefactor of the Society. One of Mrs. Bullowa-Moore’s more 
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important gifts to the Society was the library of her late husband and numismatic 


great, David M. Bullowa. 


Another woman I had a special professional respect for was Dr. Marie H. 
Martin and her skills. I sought her out for stimulating shop-talk conversation at 
every opportunity. She held two ANS assistant/associate editorial posts before she 
became its full-fledged editor in 1998. When her death occurred in December, 
2002, her friends mourned the loss of a gifted person with multi-faceted, creative 


talents and sense of humor. 


Margaret Thompson, one of the most prominent curators in the international 
numismatic world during her tenure, affiliated with the Society in 1949, and retired 
in 1979 as the Society’s chief curator. We developed a mutual respect for each 
other over the years, strengthened considerably when Coin World urged the 
numismatic community to raise funds so the Society could negotiate with The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. In 1972 the Museum, negotiating for a million dollar 
Greek vase (500 B.C.) threatened to recall coins stored with ANS and sell them at 
public auction. The Society was successful in purchasing and retaining a 
collection of more than 6,000 coins the Museum had loaned to the Society from 


1917 to 1962. 
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With the 1998 appointment of Ute Wartenberg as Assistant Director of the 
Society, now serving as ANS Executive Director, she became the highest ranking 
woman in the Society’s history. Today, Dr. Ute Wartenberg Kagan is a rare type of 
executive. She is a power woman with culture! She not only has the responsibility 
of overseeing the settling-in process in the new building in the new location, she 
must map out the future for the Society. She also serves as Executive Editor of the 
American Numismatic Society Magazine We’ve come a long way, Juno and 


Moneta! 


One of the most exciting events during my tenure took place in 1973 as the 
Council was host to sessions of the International Numismatic Congress, the first 
ever to be held in North America, with delegates from 31 nations. Joining them 
was Virginia Culver, president of the Colorado Springs-based American 


Numismatic Association. 


The ANA president is an Honorary Fellow ex officio of ANS). ANA, also an 
early American numismatic organization, and a corporate ANS member since 
1948, had been strengthening its bond with ANS. The acceleration of contact and 


confirmation of mutual interest between the two organizations in the science, 
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hobby and industry involving coins continues today. Representatives of the Society 


regularly attend ANA’s annual national convention. 


Mrs. Culver, gracious and diplomatic, was concerned throughout the international 
gathering that we communicate with the non-English-speaking guests despite the 
language barrier. It seemed, in the interest of world peace, she make a special effort to 
speak with V.M. Potin of Leningrad, USSR. This involved more smiles than 


verbalization. 


From its beginning, Coin World had a special relationship with the Society. In 
1959, J. Oliver Amos, Sidney, Ohio, Amos Press publisher, began to explore 
possibility of a weekly newspaper for coin collectors, based on the firm’s successful 
experience with Linn’s Stamp News. Seeking out leaders in the numismatic field, 
Amos went to New York in the fall of 1959 to consult with Sawyer McA. Mosser, 
Executive Director of the Society, to discuss the potential of such a publication. It is 
said in the interest of diplomacy and perhaps some opportunity to widen numismatic 
knowledge, McA. Mosser did not entirely discourage Amos and the idea of such a 
publication (after all, the gray lady, The New York Times had a coin column) but 
McA.Mosser expressed doubts that there was sufficient general interest for a weekly 


coin newspaper. 
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However, in 1960, after conversations with many hobby leaders, the Ohio firm 
launched Coin World. (Its first editor, D. Wayne Johnson , was a Fellow of the 
Society.) Amos, who often quoted the folksy admonishment, “If you are going to 
preach, you’d better be ready to plow”, practiced his preaching. In recognition of 
the Society’s importance in the numismatic community, he made certain his firm 
supported the Society financially as well as editorially. (In 1965 Coin World 


became a Patron of the Society for its financial contributions.) 


Over the years Coin World has given wide coverage to the Society’s activities 
and its publications. It dedicated a special edition to the Society when it celebrated 
its 125" anniversary in 1983. That year the Ohio publishing firm, a forerunner of 
today’s state-of-the-art itself, enhanced computerization of the Society by funding 
a computer terminal in the new World of Coins exhibit. Visitors could call up from 
the Society’s central computer information about the coins on exhibit. Later Amos 
presented his personal collection of medallic art to the Society, a further gesture of 


his support and appreciation of the Society. 


How did I step across a threshold into the specialized world of Numismatics? 


In 1960 I joined the staff of Coin World. One of the first things I knew I must do 
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was to apply for membership in the Society. I needed to explore all facets of 
numismatics. I knew of the Society’s international reputation to advance 
numismatic knowledge, that it had been in existence since 1858! Here, I believed, 
I would gain insights into the scholarly links of a science. To this very day I am 
indebted for the decades of personal and professional enrichment from the Society 


and the fascinating, accomplished people associated with it. 


The Society continues to recognize the value and contributions of the Fourth 
Estate. The current editor of Coin World, Beth Deisher, is a Fellow. Clifford 
Mishler, who was an official with the Krause Publications, lola, Wisconsin, 
publishers of numismatic books and the newspaper, Numismatic News, joined the 


Society in 1958, became a Life Fellow and and a generous member of the Council. 


It was during one of the Society’s great 1973 International Numismatic 
Congress gatherings, this one at the Metropolitan Museum of Art International that 
ANA president Virginia Culver and I, two innocents, broke security at the famous 


museum. We escaped arrest, however! 


Earlier in the day we had gone to Danbury, Connecticut, to see the new offices 


of Medallic Art Company. We arrived at the Metropolitan at closing time, just 
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when the security guards were changing shifts. We walked casually through empty 
galleries with their silent treasures, chattering all the time, to find a rest room to 


fresh up. 
When we emerged, we were met by three guards with narrowed eyes. 
One guard barked into his walkie-talkie, “We found ‘em!” 


We were peppered with questions: What we doing here? How did we get to this 
point without being stopped by guards at their respective stations? The guards 
declared it was impossible for us to roam undetected through so many galleries 
and sections of the museum. They were so taken aback they asked us to retrace our 


steps, to demonstrate our path so they could plug the security breach. 


Once they were convinced we had no designs on a Greek vase, a sensitive subject, 
they escorted us to the Mediaeval Sculpture Hall in the museum to make certain 


we belonged to the numismatic party. 


Respect for the Society, its curators, staff and museum, as one of the world’s 
leading numismatic research centers, was evident everywhere I went during a 1980 
three-week People-to-People tour of five eastern European countries with 18 other 


numismatic ambassadors. Once museum and Mint officials learned I was a 
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member of the ANS Council, they expressed their deep regard for the Society, even 
more eager to show the highlights of their cabinet and books. Two former United 
States Mint Directors on the trip, Eva Adams and Mary Brooks, Honorary Fellows 


and ex-officio members of the Society, received great respect as well. 


During a trip to Israel with American Israeli numismatists, we visited with Yaakav 
Meshorer, director of the Israel Museum. He asked many questions concerning the 
Society. He became a corresponding member of the Society in 1980, a good friend 
and later received its honors. When he visited with us in Ohio, he brought a tiny oil 
jug from the days of King Solomon. It has made careful rounds of many a Sunday 


School class. 


Today the American Numismatic Society continues to live up its motto, Parva 


ne pereant, “Let not small things perish.” 


Heraclitus would be proud! 


